INDIAN RECREATIONS*

wins c.f fire. Mention is made in Sanforit of fhe~
tajjfncv, or the weapon that kills an hundred men at
oiicc-/vhich has been tranflated cannon; hut thefe
c;;j>rcffions afford hardly any proof of the Hindoos
bciiijj poflcflld of fuch a difcovery. Guns arc now
nfed over all Hindoftan, and had they bs'en equally
common at the period when the country was firii vifit-
ed by Europeans, there caa hardly be a doubt that
they would ha%e attracted their obfervatlon.

T:u: final folution of that qacft'on which has been
coniiderably agitated of late, whether the eaftcrn or
European nations firit underftood the ufe of fire arms,
will probably re*l in favour of the latter; a fuhftance
poiLifing many of the properties of gun powder, was
known in Afia long previous to its difcovery ia
Europe, but it does not appear to have been applied
much to the improvement of the art of war, and for
the ufe of artillery, not at all.

SEVERAL changes in that art are however certainly
introduced in Afia. The ufe of chariots is frequent*
ly mentioned in the Sanfcrit writings, and from thefe
it appears that the infantry \vere placed in ike c^ftter,
cavalry on each Sank of the army, and beyond thefe
chariots of wax**
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* Vide the Heetopades, translated by Mr Wilktag (Juia-
tu-4 Curtius mqatioos tlie same Fact, lib* 3* c. 14*